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Abstract

The process of the making of the educational policy is often the battlefield of the
interest groups and the political powers.  Investigating the policy-making process of
Malaysia's new “English for Teaching Math and Science” policy reveals clearly the
complex interaction through power play amongst the interest groups,political parties
and the lead administrators of the country.  The origina English-proficiency
-promoting policy was interpreted differently, and consequently the apprehension of
the Chinese ethnic groups was aroused and the society was disturbed.

During this process, the Chinese ethnic groups in Malaysia, for the purpose of
ensuring the mother tongue of their ancestors to be legally protected against present or
future threat of diminishing, sought to revise the new policy before it became
finalized and adopted.  Through its influence on the government, the congress and
the general public, the Chinese ethnic groups formed aforceful public opinion to
hinder and eventually successfully curbed the new policy.

This article recalls the history of the Chinese ethnic groups' definite impact on
the policy of language choice in subject teaching for the past 50 years, and the
consequent modification or cancellation of the past educational policies. With the

historical experience in comparison with the recent “English for Teaching Math and
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Science” policy, and the political and social disturbance aroused, this article discusses
and analyzes the role and effect of interest groups, and compiles suggestions for
coping with the power play of the interest groupsin the process of in educational

policy-making.

Keywords: english for teaching math and science, interest group





